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Why is Church important? T hi s i s a
tually reflected on at various times in my life, and
have realized that as my definition of Church
changed, so has my answer to the question.
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For many years Church was interchangeable with
Mass. When | was very young it was important be-
cause that’s where my
want to stay home alone then the best thing for me
to do was to go to church with them. Besides that, it
wasn't optional.
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When | was in grade school Church was important
because there was the Third Commandment, the
Commandments of the Church, and Sr. Annunciata —
three forces to be reckoned with. Again, it wasn't
optional.

When | was in public high school Church was impor-
tant because for the first time | was able to freely
choose to go. It helped that my parents were pretty
certain to let me use the car if they knew | was going
to Church. It seemed like it was optional, but we all
knew it wasn't.

When | was in my twenties, it was finally optional. |
realized if | could make a decision to go to church |
could also make a decision to take a break. And so |

dd.lt was kind of that *
first it felt like | was a kite flying in the wind — | was
free and it was f dThemorddu

flew, the thinner the string got and | wondered what
would happen if it broke. Would | drift off and disap-
pear in the atmosphere, or would | come crashing to
the ground and splatter all over? Neither of these
outcomes sounded appeal
they were both pretty solitary. | decided that even

though Church seemed optional, once it's in your
bones there is only one option that made sense.

Church is who and what we are. It is more than
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On Wednesday, December 15, 2010 at 6:30 p.m. Art
Zannoni will lead us through the infancy story (birth
story) of Jesus in the Gospel of Matthew. It should
prove to be an exciting evening as Art and we explore
such questions as:
IDid you know that St. Francis of Assisi is respon-
sible for the créche?
fISince the Gospel writers did not witness the
birth of Jesus how could they write these sto-
ries?
Why are there five
\Why are there so many dreams in the story?
\Who were the Magi?
\What is the significance of the star they followed
and their gifts?
\Why was King Herod so hostile toward the birth
of Jesus?
f\What is the significance of Jesus being born in
Bethlehem?
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ham and a Son of David?
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If you want to learn more, join us. All are welcome.
This will be a fast and packed two hours that you
won’t want to miss.
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For young children nouns are representa-
tions of real objects within their realm of
experience. Churchis the building they
visit with their parents on Sundays, not a
body of people who profess faith in Jesus.
If you asked one of our CGS children what
is important about church, the responses
might include: donuts, candles, peace, and
spending time with people they know.

We believe that offering children time to
spend with one another each week is among
the important components of CGS. The
kinds of social interactions appropriate to our children
vary because the range of ages is fairly wide. The very
youngest in the group might engage in parallel play -
working next to, but not with, another child. Those two
children could be engaged in either the same or different
activities. The oldest among the children might seek out
another person as a working partner.

The working arrangements
fact that children are spending time with one another,

thinking about God. Their time together is typically or-
ganized, quiet and focused with guidelines about moving
in the atrium, putting work away and speaking quietly.
As in any family, the best laid plans occasionally go
awry, but we all learn each time we are together.

We model community with the children in the atrium, but
much of the chil
family; for example, the Good Shepherd with his flock,
and Eucharistic Presence. Most children are able to iden-
tify with the sheep and name Jesus as the Good Shep-
herd. The Eucharistic Presence presentation builds on the
Good Shepherd parable, but expands that family to in-
clude figures representing the international community.
We present prophecies and infancy narratives to prepare
for Jesus to become a
Later in the year the children work with figures repre-
senting the apostles, and re-enact the Last Supper. In our
presentations we frequently connect the characters in the
story to members of the

Why is church important? Our parish community offers
the children a sense of expanded family T time to spend
with people they know. As they grow older the pre-
schoolers will become part of a variety of communities.
Their faith formation experience at Saint Cecilia ensures
that they have the opportunity to include churchamong
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WONDERFUL FORMATION OPPORTUNITY FOR
ALL!

Unity and Diversity Sunday

Once a month we invite those parishioners who wish to, to
attend Sunday mass at a different church in the Archdio-
ceses.

The Faith formation team at St. C's hopes this is one way to
help us broaden our understanding of "What is Catholic?".
Many Catholic churches in our area have a very different
culture than we have here at St. Cecilia, and yet we are all
equally "Catholic.

We have attended a mass at Blessed Kateri with our Ameri-
can Indian brothers and sisters and we have attended the
Latin High Mass at St. Agnes.

Continuing with our theme of Unity and Diversity we will

be attending mass at St. Alphonsus in Brooklyn Center on
December 12th. St. Alphonsus has a large Hispanic popula-
tion and the 12th will be a wonderful celebration for the
Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe.

The mass begins at 12:30 on Sunday, December 12th.
We will meet at St. Alphonsus at 12:15.

The address for St. Alphonsus is:
7025 Halifax Ave N

Brooklyn Center, MN 55429-1375
Phone: (763) 561-5100

Questions? contact Ellie Barrett at barrettet@gmail.com

Faith Formation For Children

If you purchased the Plaum Gospel Weeklies for use at
home with children in grades K-8, The next set of weekly
papers for November -January are here and can be picked
up in the Faith Formation Office.

Contact Ellie Barrett if you have questions or would like to
begin using these materials in your home.



mailto:barrettet@gmail.com

