June 2008 - Community

Dear Friends:

As we ease our way into summer, life takes on a different sort of tempo. Many of our St. C’s community are tethered to
a calendar that is related to school institutions and activities, and so June, July, and August are decidedly different look-
ing from other months. The people we hang around with and the places where we gather are not just the same now as
they are in November or March. Some of us will scatter to northern lakes and woods, and others will vacation in places
far away from the Twin Cities. Typically there is more discontinuity in the faces and the families that assemble week-
to-week at church. All of which invites us to question just what it is that creates and sustains us as a coherent commu-

nity.

Must we be regularly and physically present together in a place in order to be named a community? Not necessarily. I
am attached to communities that are almost never physically assembled at the same place and time—my extended fam-
ily, my graduating college class, my colleagues in priesthood, my fellow members of the Minnesota Historical Society
or of the Catholic Theological Society of America (where I’ll be in Miami next weekend, for an annual gathering). On
the other hand, it is difficult to speak meaningfully of community when there is little or no physical coming together
ever.

As a community that is the Roman Catholic Church we are always and everywhere knit together by our common bap-
tism, our shared dedication to building up the Kingdom of God in our time and place, our mutual conviction about who
Jesus is and why he is essential to our world. At one level, that which is universal about us can be celebrated just as
fruitfully at St. Eulalia’s church (actual name) in Winchester, Massachusetts as it can here at St. C’s. On another level,
it gets pretty hard to speak about a “community” that is allegedly lived out always and everywhere in general but never
and no place in particular. I am not just a generic “Catholic” (although I am, in one sense). I am attached to our parish,
which is made up of real people with real lives and real stories. I can be devoted to being with you in a way that is con-
crete and not just theoretical. I like that...especially when summertime threatens to separate some of us for a while. I
hope that you too find here a “community” that has flesh and bones, and not just a shared set of commitments.

Oh, and community also means, in the concrete, that all of our parish envelopes are delivered to the same address. Sure,
take that as a hint.

Fr. Mike Byron
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. Feed Back .

. . Thank you for sharing in Faith

= We want to hear what you have to say! = Formation opportunities this

~ Your evaluation of the programming you and your family - |pastseason. Butwaitl We are

= members attend is important to us. We continue to change « | not "Closed” for the summer!

* and improve through your input! . Faith Formgtlon is a lifelong,

ol = year-round journey!

= Please look for the FF Evaluation Forms in bulletins and in = There are movie nights and

. . \ . . . discussions for youth and

. the Link. If we have your email we will also be sending you adults; youth missions trips and

= a copy electronically. You can call the office with your cur- = | 5 couple of family service pro-

= rent email if you have not given it to us in the past orifithas *  |ject opportunities. Watch the

« changed. This is a good way to receive timely updateson . bulletin during the summer

= church events as well. = months for times and dates!
Calendar WCS and WCW
Sunday, June 1st 11:15 a.m. Whole Community Sunday Whole Community Sundays
Wednesday, June 11th , Wednesdays will continue in
to Saturday, June 14th  Youth Urban Immersion the fall
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